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Mission Statement

The North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry
(NACOE)) is a non-profit organization founded in 1982
with four mandates:

To help Ethiopian Jews survive in Ethiopia.
To assist them in reaching Israel.
To aid in the absorption of Ethiopian Jews into

Israeli society.

To help preserve their unique and ancient culture.
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From the President and the
Executive Director

If you look into a child’s eyes, you will often see both their needs
and desires. When we look into the eyes of an Ethiopian-Jewish
child, we see hunger. If the child is in Ethiopia, it is primarily a
hunger for nutritious food. If the child is already in Israel, it is
often a hunger for knowledge. One has a desire for the nutrition
of food. The other has the desire to learn.

Jews who are stranded in Ethiopia live in deplorable conditions Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein
and many go without the necessary food to maintain good

health. It is painful to watch children who are fed in our Kaytana
(day camp) program divide the meager lunch we are able to
provide (a boiled potato, a hard-boiled egg, a piece of fruit and a
roll) so that they will have something to eat for dinner. They are
grateful for what they get, but they need more.

Ethiopian Jews who have been blessed with the opportunity to
live in Israel are often challenged in learning a new language
and culture. Many children lack the basic educational tools of
their peers who were born in Israel. They hunger for knowledge
so that they can reach their God-given potential and become
fully contributing members of Israeli society. They are bright and
committed, but sorely lack the background and support to reach g, 1ara Ribakove

their fu” potentiaL Founder and Executive Director

NACOEJ's mission is to help eradicate both hungers. With your

help, we have been contributing to the feeding of children of all ages. Our assistance in
providing extra nutrients to nursing mothers is improving the health of their children. Children
who have been diagnosed as “malnourished” are receiving supplementary food. This is all
possible because you support us!

In Israel, our Limudiah program for elementary children is developing new strategies to
enhance the education of our students. After a successful pilot program funded by the Forster
Foundation in which students were given iPads to use, the Foundation committed to expand
the program to include 100 students this year. With your continued and renewed financial
support, we are committed to innovate in order to enrich each child’s learning.

NACOE)J joins the Ethiopian Jewish community in thanking you for your support this
year. May we be blessed to continue to make a difference!

ﬁam&(@“ s
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NACOE]/
Limudiah Intensive
Education for

Ethiopian-Israeli
School Children

he Limudiah, which takes place
during the school day or after school,
provides 10 hours a week of assistance
in reading, math, and study skills to
Ethiopian-Israeli children in grades 1-6.

2018-2019
The program: Limudiah Programs:
m Begins in first grade so children = 409 students
achieve early academic success. ® 11 schools

m Works in the same schools the 4 GRS

children attend, so our teachers
can work closely with the
homeroom teachers.

50 students

Ben Gurion School: 11 (grades 1-2)
Harel School: 29 (grades 2-5)

m Maintains small grade-level Yitzhak Sadeh School: 10 (grades 1-2)

groups, ideally of no more than
eight students per teacher.

34 students
Ohel Meir School: 34 (grades 1-4)

m Hires skilled teachers who are
sensitive to cultural and familial
issues, as well as to the poverty
that challenges many Ethiopian-

Israeli children. 208 students

HaMeiri School: 58 (grades 1-3, 5)
HaMa'apilim School: 37 (grades 2-5)
Levi Eshkol School: 40 (grades 1-4)
Rambam School: 73 (grades 1-4)

m Starts each after-school session
with a nourishing hot lunch,
crucial for children from
impoverished homes.

117 students

Sinai School: 17 (grades 1, 2, 5)
Yeshurun School: 40 (grades 1-5)
Zevulun School: 60 (grades 1-5)
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The NACOEJ High School
Sponsorship Program

High School Sponsorships = Educational
Excursions, Enrichment Programs & More...

ince 1997, the NACOEJ High School Sponsorship Program

has changed the lives of thousands of Ethiopian-Israeli
teens. It is the bridge that enables them to go on from high
school to college.

Basic high school tuition is covered by the government, but
Israeli schools charge additional fees which many Ethiopian
families cannot afford. Sponsorships allow students to go on
important educational school trips, have extra study hours,
attend special programs, and be able to take advantage of all
the school’s educational opportunities.

As many students say, a sponsorship lets them be “...just like
the other kids". Sponsorships give these teens self-confidence
and an education that's key to getting into, and succeeding in,
college. And this enables them to go on to successful futures. &

NACOEJ/Barney & Rachel
Landau Gottstein Adopt-
A-Student (AAS) College
Sponsorship Program

AAS Sponsors = The Keys to Success

ince 1987, the NACOEJ/Barney & Rachel Landau

Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship
Program (originally sponsored by Vidal Sassoon) has given
thousands of Ethiopian-Israeli college students the financial
support needed to complete their degrees.

The Israeli government usually covers tuition, but students
must pay for living expenses including rent, food, transport,
textbooks and more.

Most of their families can't help. Students must often drop
out of school and take low-paying, unskilled jobs to help
their families. This program helps students stay in school,
earn a degree, enter a profession, and help her/his family
break out of poverty. Sponsorships are a wonderful, lifetime
investment. @

.

i\ o)

sponsor Bernice Boltax *

Just the Facts

In the 2018-2019 School Year...

170 sponsors participated in the
High School program

870 students were sponsored
51 schools in 15 Israeli cities participated

161 of our students graduated

Hundreds of students still need sponsors

Aviva Yerus Yaakov and her
sponsor Sanford Goldhaber

Just the Facts

In the 2018-2019 School Year...

93 AAS sponsors helped support 344
students in 5 universities, 37 colleges,
and 15 nursing schools

27 sponsored students graduated in
the first semester; 147 in the second
semester.

42 sponsored students are working on
second degrees; 2 on third degrees.

6 sponsored students graduated with
advanced degrees in the first semester
and 21 will graduate soon.
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Update from Ethiopia on the Past Year

t the moment, sadly, nothing is happening

with the aliyah from Ethiopia to Israel. Only
600 Ethiopian Jews were allowed to come into
Israel so far in 2019. Working in close partnership
with our sister organization, Struggle to Save
Ethiopian Jews (SSEJ), we are funding feeding
programs for the neediest remaining Jews.

Participation in the Kaytana, the summer camp
in Gondar and Addis Ababa, has increased
substantially and was very successful this past
summer. The camp provides several weeks

of games, Hebrew, and learning, staffed by
volunteers from Israel. NACOEJ funds the meals.

In 2019, 2100 children were registered in Kaytana.
Between 1500 and 1550 participated in Gondar in
the morning program, with 350-400 older children
participating in the afternoon. In Addis Ababa,
where fewer Jews live, 120 children attended.

Meals for clinically malnourished children under
age five are provided twice a day in Gondar

and have increased by 25%, with average daily
attendance at 340. In addition, another 80 hungry
children, siblings of children in the feeding
program, also receive some food.

About 100 pregnant and nursing mothers are
attending the feeding program, double the
number from last year, when only the pregnant
women were included. All of these children and
mothers were dangerously malnourished until
these NACOEJ-funded meals were started.

There is a constant influx of more children as the
level of poverty and hunger increases in these
destitute Jewish families.

The children’s feeding programs include Jewish
education. The pregnant and nursing mothers
receive instruction in health and hygiene. There
are prayer services and classes for hundreds of
adults at various times during the day.

There have been no fatalities among chidren in
our feeding program — even from malaria - this
year. Compare this with a general death rate of
5.7% in Ethiopia for young children.

Looking ahead, SSEJ is just starting after-school
education for Jewish children in another area of
Gondar, but has no budget for modest lunches.
Will we be able to help? B
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Statement of Financial Position and Activities

COMBINED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION: DECEMBER 31, 2018

Current Funds Total
Without Donor With Donor All
ASSETS Restrictions Restrictions Funds
Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,726,552 $ 454,148 $ 2,180,700
Contributions receivable 30,219 54,721 84,940
Prepaid expenses 47,648 47,648
Investments 2,578 1,015,957 1,018,535
Furniture and equipment, net 0 0
Security deposits 15,553 15,553
Total assets $ 1,822,550 $ 1,524,826 $ 3347376
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 161,589 $ 161,589
Deferred public support 445,575 445,575
Total liabilities 607,164 607,164
Net assets:
Without donor restrictions 1,215,386 1,215,386
With donor restrictions 1,524,826 1,524,826
Total net assets 1,215,386 1,524,826 2,740,212
Total liabilities and net assets $ 1,822,550 % 1,524,826 % 3,347,376

COMBINED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES: YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018

Current Funds Total
Without Donor With Donor All
Revenues and Other Support: Restrictions Restrictions Funds
Public support $ 2,285,991 $ 1,298,189 $ 3,584,180
Sales (net of cost of goods sold of $397) 6,195 6,195
Other income 7,389 7,389
Interest and dividend income 1,961 19,422 21,383
Net assets released from restrictions 1,678,725 (1,678,725)
Total revenues and other support 3,980,261 (361,114) 3,619,147
Expenses:
Program services:
Relief in Ethiopia 86,473 86,473
Assistance in Israel 1,526,521 1,526,521
Information and Education - USA 203,164 203,164
Total program services 1,816,158 1,816,158
Supporting services:
Management and general 174,352 174,352
Fundraising 272,841 272,841
Total supporting services 447,193 447,193
Total expenses 2,263,351 2,263,351
Change in net assets from operations 1,716,910 (361,114) 1,355,796
Nonoperating Activities
Investment return, net (841) 6,491 5,650
Total nonoperating activities (841) 6,491 5,650
Change in net assets 1,716,069 (354,623) 1,361,446
Net assets, beginning of year (500,683) 1,879,449 1,378,766
Net assets, end of year $ 1,215386_$ 1,524,826 _$ 2,740,212
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A Tribute to a Very
Special Donor

Barney Gottstein

On October 21, 2018, NACOEJ lost a very dear friend,
Barney Gottstein, z'l. He was a philanthropist whose
generosity for Ethiopian Jews was outstanding. But it was his
generosity of spirit, his deep involvement, his kindness of
heart and his outreach to those in need that made Barney so
very special.

Let me tell you a bit about this good man.

g - Many years ago, we opened an envelope in the NACOE)J
A Rachel and Barney office that held a check for a startling sum.

Evelyn Deitchman, a beloved volunteer who ran our college sponsorship program at the U.S. end, read
the note that came with it. It said, “I want to adopt 50 college students.”

After a moment of shock, Evelyn phoned Barney in Alaska and said, “Mr. Gottstein, this is a very
generous gift, but let me suggest you adopt 15 students...this check can cover them all for several years.”

Barney’s response was, “No, | want 50 students. There will be another check next year.”
That was the beginning.

Barney's wife Rachel, his full partner in life and spirit, began writing individual letters to each student.
The number increased every year (now over 100) and Rachel still writes to each one. Sometimes Barney
would phone a student who had become discouraged and considered dropping out of school. His
personal empathy and encouragement kept them in school.

After the death of Vidal Sassoon, the original sponsor of our Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship
Program, the Gottsteins took it on. They also sponsored the Literacy Program in our Limudiah classes.

One day Barney called me. He'd learned that Ethiopian-Israeli families could not afford books for their
little children. “I want to provide those books, through NACOEJ,” he said. To this day, Barney’s Books
funds beautiful children's books for the college students he and Rachel sponsor, to take home to read
to their little siblings — books the children keep as their own.

For years, Barney and Rachel came to Israel to meet their students and have festive dinners with them.
On their way to Israel, when they stopped in New York, we sometimes had dinner together.

In between, we kept in touch, until | got the call I'd been dreading, knowing that Barney's health was
failing. He had passed away. | flew to Alaska to say goodbye to one of the kindest men I've ever been
privileged to know.

At the graveside, Rachel asked if | wanted to put a traditional shovel of earth on the lowered casket as
family and friends do. | did so on behalf of all of their students.

An Alaska newspaper called Barney a great businessman who helped Alaska grow. Everything Barney
touched, he helped to grow and thrive. He will be in many hearts forever.

May his memory be for a blessing. & / é
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Donors

To our 2018 donors: even though we do not have space to name all of you in this report, please
know that each and every one of you is in our hearts and we are so grateful.

$10,000+

Anonymous (4)

Ted Arison Foundation

Mark Brecker

Alan & Jane Cornell
Philanthropic Fund of the
Jewish Communal Fund

Derfner Foundation

Jane & Jerome Epstein

Ruth Ann & Halley Faust

Joyce Fefferman

Estate of Beatrice Gindea

Glencore Charitable Trust

Albert B. Glickman Family
Foundation

Deborah Goldstein

Rachel & Barnard Gottstein

David Holtz

Israel Ministry of Education
- Lod

Kassierer Foundation

Susanna Levin

Claire Levine

Estate of Gerhard Levy
Estate of Shirley Liebowitz
Madav IX Foundation
Municipality of Bat Yam
Municipality of Kiryat Ekron
Municipality of Ramla
Roberta Nusim

Shelley & Joseph Paradis

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (5)

Arkin Foundation

Paul & May Arielly Fund
Seymor Askin

Leonard Berenfield

Estate of Paulette Buchbinder
Betty Dyer

Judy & David Fleischer

Mel Garfinkel

Miriam & Sanford Goldhaber

Terry Grant

Nathan & Helen Kohler
Foundation

Luis & Lee Lainer Fund

Steven & Laura Mayer Family

Foundation
Herbert Levitt
Faye & Meyer Lieman

Walter Newman

Leonard, Lillian, Faye, Albert
B. & Audrey G. Ratner
Donor Advised Fund of
the Jewish Federation of
Cleveland

Lisa Schachner

Elaine Schwartz

Evely Laser Shlensky

$2,500-$4,999

Anonymous (5)
Judith & Cyrus Abbe
Yakov Amihud

Andrew Friedman

Susan Giesberg & David
Lappen

Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago
Sheila & Donald Leiss

Elise Pottick

Analee & Mark Reutlinger

Barbara Ribakove

Aviva & David Rubin

Estate of Hans Seidemann

Estate of Arthur Stone

Morris & Sylvia Trachten
Family Foundation

Rabbi Kahn Mitzvah Fund
of Temple Shalom

Traditional Congregation of
Creve Coeur, St. Louis

Jonathan Wolf

Diana Yacobi

Edith & Robert Zinn

Joan Poorvu
David Sabih & Anna Swartley
Jill & Richard Spitz

Jeff & Doris Goldstein Donor
Advised Fund of the Jewish

Dina Barlev & Robert King
Ruth Bernstein

Martin Leopold
Barbara & Arthur Levine

Johanna Steper
Judith & Jack Stern

Martin Bialer Community Foundation of Sonia & Lloyd Levitin Robert A. Sugarman
Julie & Steven Bram Northeast Florida Neil Lovit Charitable Fund
Diane Brant Lorna & David Golick lta Markus Tidewater Jewish Foundation

Rebecca & Jacob Cohen

Claire & Baruch Cohon

Judith & Herbert Deutsch

Charlotte Eth

Anna & Natan Flax
Foundation

Jack Halpern Ronald Marmer Lynn & Aron Trombka
Helen Harkaspi Marjorie Mautner Stanley Wulf & Linda Press
Joanne & Richard Hoffman Barbara Meislin/The Purple Wulf

Eliezer Krumbein Lady

Leonard & Lois Laser Family Barak Raviv

Foundation of the Jewish Carol Rest-Mincberg

We gratefully acknowledge the Isaac and Rose Feiner Fund, established by Samuel Fenner in 1999 for the benefit of the
Ethiopian-Jewish community.
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Donors

Anonymous (4)

Gertrude Abramson

Laura Ackerman & Harold
Berenson

Adath Jeshurun Congregation

Rachel Alpert & Aaron Faust

Altman-Aronow Charitable
Foundation

Amcha for Tsedakah

Estelle & Jacob Apelberg

Debra J. Appel & Gene
Schneyer

Vivien Bacaner & David L.
Bahn

Eva & Frank Bachrach

Bain Family Foundation

Ann Bardacke & David Wolf

Shoshana Ben-Dor

Joan Copan Benjamin

Esme & Roger Berg

Mark & Martine Binstock

Rebecca Blank & Lawrence
Bank

Jeffrey Botman

Barbara & Richard Braun

Neal Brodsky

Susan Brust & William
Boorstein

Gail Carp

Eileen & Henry Cohen

Sharon & Stephen Cristofar

Nadav Daniel

Judith Davis

Steven Dottheim

Barbara Drench

Jeffrey Eagle

Elias Family Philanthropic Fund

Bayside Jewish Center

Bayside Jewish Center Congregation

sold their building and, as part of their
legacy, funded the Kiryat Ekron Ohel
Meir Limudiah program for two years. In
June 2018, a plague commemorating the

Sari & William Escovitz

Marilyn Estreicher

Rene Feinstein Chesed
Foundation

Sheila & Bruce Firestone

Judy & David Fleischer

Deborah S. Freedman

Alice Friedman

Joyce Fulps

Barbara Gaffin

Karen Gens

Merle Ginsburg

Marc Gladstein

Joan Glatman

Miriam Goldberg & Gary
Metzger

Anne & Ernest Goldmann

Peter Gollon

Reager Goodson

Paula Gottesman

Audrey & Joseph Greenberg

Susan Greene

Robert Gutman

Peter Halasz

Edward H. Harvitt Family
Foundation

Lily Harvitt

Susan & Bruce Heitler

Marcie Hemmelstein

Max B. Heppner

Judith Herr

Juliane Heyman

Ronald Hyman

Ronald Jasse

Joseph & Felicia Weber Family
Foundation

Bruce Kahn

$1,000-$2,499

Ellen Kaplan

Tracy Kaplowitz & Jonathan
Boxer

Mirka Knaster

Fanklin Kreutzer

Lenore & William Lambert

Judith & Joseph Landau

Bennett Leff

David Leib

Sharon Liebhaber & Alan Iser

Myra Levine Harris

Ellen Levitan

Sonia & Llyod Levitin

Lena & Robert Lewenson

Melinda Maidens

Eleanor Maliner

Jason & Belle Mann

Dorice Nazarian Melamed &
Jacob Melamed

Carole & Sid Meltzner/CAS
Foundation

Helene Miller

Grace & Martin Miller

Renee & Leonard Minsky

Richard S. Mittleman

Morris J. and Betty Kaplun
Foundation

Janet & William Pauli

Litwin Foundation

Mamie Podolsky

Esther & Gary Polland

Laurence Pomerance

Press Family Foundation

Karyn Reader

S. llsa Rettek

Lenore Richter

Jarrow Rogovin

Philip Rosenthal

Lesli Koppleman Ross

Carole Rubenstein

Shaul Saulisbury

Charles Scheidt

Myra Schein

Zina Schiff & Ronald L.
Eisenberg

Marcia & Albert Schmier

Elizabeth Schultz

Carol & Francis Schultz

Amy Schwartz

Shelley Segal

Reva & John Segall

David M. Shapiro

Barbara & Michael Siegelman

Estate of Lauren Silinsky

Spira Family Charitable Fund

Judith & Phillip Stein

Sherry & Robert Steinberg

Johanna Steper

Suzette & Bruce Stringer

Ann & Richard Tell

Tiferet Center

Zlatka Todorova & Richard
Kahn

Geraldine Weichman

Weinreb-Berenda-Carter
Foundation

Sharon & Edwin Wigutoff

Marilyn Wind

Caryn Huberman Yacowitz

Lauren & Tzach Yoked

Scott Young

Judith Yudof
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donation was erected at a formal ceremony
which included students, teachers, city
council members, the mayor of Kiryat
Ekron, and others. We want to express our
gratitude for their generous support.
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Board of Directors | Advisory Board | Staff

Founding President
Jonathan Giesberg*

President
Rabbi Jerome Epstein

Susan Giesberg, Board Chair
Deborah Goldstein, Vice President

Mitchell Kaplan, Treasurer
Leslie Koppelman Ross, Secretary

Solomon Ezra
Jeremy Feit
Joseph Feit
Sanford Goldhaber
Rachel Gottstein
Peter J. Halasz
Faye Lieman
Barbara Ribakove

ADVISORY BOARD

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Hon. Chair
Cyrus Abbe

Kathryn R. Bloom

Devorah Brooks

Gail Carp

Martin Chasin

Rabbi Abraham Cooper
Eddie Eitches

Barbara Gaffin

Mel J. Garfinkel

Rabbi Jeffrey L. Glickman
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein
Rabbi Dr. Irving Greenberg
Eli Halpern

David Harris

Lynn Hazan

Roger J. Herz

David Hyman
Robert E. Lichtman
Jay Luger DVM
Ruth Messinger
Michael Monheit
Pesia Derin Paolucci
Gary Polland

Rabbi Lawrence Raphael
Barak Raviv
Seymour Reich
Glenn Richter

Barbara Ribakove, Founder and Executive Director

Gary Metzger, Chief Operating Officer
Caroline Barg, Director of Communications

Danielle Ben-Jehuda, Director of Development and Donor Relations
Karen Gens, Director of Educational Sponsorship Programs

Nelya Danielova, Office Manager
Miriam Weissman, Volunteer
Anne Hoffman, Volunteer

ISRAEL STAFF

David Mihret, Director of NACOEJ-Israel

Lisa Schachner

Evely Laser Shlensky
Diana Yacobi

Caryn Huberman Yacowitz

*Deceased

Irwin B. Robins
Deborah Schiller Rosalimsky
Roen Salem

Dr. Harris Schoenberg
Rabbi Allen Schwartz
Monica Siegel

Rabbi David Silber
Benjamin Susman
Richard Tell

Gary Tolchinsky

Beth Wohlgelernter
Dr. Judith L. Wolf
Rabbi Joel Wolowelsky
Rabbi Ari Zivotofsky

Oreet Schreiber-Shattah, Israel Coordinator, Barney & Rachel Landau Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship Program
Leah Barkai, Israel Coordinator, High School Sponsorship Program

Joseph Levine, Staff Writer
Eti Shriki, Administrative Director
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NACOEJ: Providing
Critical Education,
Aid, and Advocacy for
Ethiopian Jews

NACOE

North American
Conference on
Ethiopian Jewry

255 West 36th Street
Suite 701
New York, New York 10018
212-233-5200
nacoej@nacoej.org
www.hacoej.org




