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. . Our MissioN

The North American Conference on Ethiopian
Jewry (NACOE)J) is a non-profit organization
founded in 1982 with four mandates:

B To help Ethiopian Jews survive in Ethiopia.
B To assist them in reaching Israel.

B To aid in the absorption of Ethiopian Jews
into Israeli society.

B To help preserve their unique and ancient
culture. Barbara being honored at the Knesset.

Handing her the plaque is Member of
Knesset Dr. Avraham Neguise.

On the cover: (Top) A Limudiah class. (Bottom) NACOEJ President Rabbi Jerome Epstein distributing food in Ethiopia.
Puge 1 Photos courtesy of: Jane Geller Epstein, Alison Feit, Win Robins, Shoshana Ben-Dor, the Israel NACOEJ office.



Visiting the Jewish community in Gondar,
Ethiopia, this past summer, my wife and |
encountered Jews who had been promised
entry to Israel, but who were stranded, desolate
and starving while they waited in deplorable
conditions.

Adults worry about themselves but their pain
is sharper because they cannot feed their
malnourished children. They were grateful
for your gifts that enabled NACOEJ to feed
the 1890 children in the summer day camp
programs in Gondar and Addis Ababa.
Through your generous support, we were able
to provide each child with lunch each day, and
some special food for families for the Holidays.
Without that help some could have died in the
past few months.

We accept 2 challenges on your behalf: First,
we must secure funds to enable the Jewish
community’s survival in Ethiopia until we have
convinced the Israeli Government to bring
them to their Homeland. Second, we must
help insure that each child who arrives from
Ethiopia receives the educational support
needed to help that child thrive in school. Our
Limudiah programs throughout Israel have
an impact. But, they exist only because you
support them! Together we will expand the
programs and increase the number of students
who will benefit, enabling them to mature into
fully contributing Israeli citizens.

Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein
President

Report covers 2016-2017 academic year
and 2016 financial year.

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT AND THE
ExeEcuTivE DIRECTOR

In the 2016-2017 school year, former NACOEJ President,
Joseph Feit and | were honored by the Israeli Knesset
for our work in NACOEJ on behalf of Ethiopian Jews. The
ceremony in the Knesset auditorium included a number of
significant speakers and, most important, an audience full
of Ethiopian Israelis. It was a highlight of our year.

But in the same year, a study by the Myers-JDC-Brookdale
Institute told us that Ethiopian high school students were
falling seriously behind all other ethnic groups (other Jews,
including the ultra-orthodox, and Arabs) in every category
of education. Most damning of all, only 31% of Ethiopian
high-school graduates qualified for the all-important
university-level matriculation. Without that, getting into
college is very difficult — and without college, a professional
life in high-tech Israel is almost totally out of reach.

We should have seen it coming. Years ago, an educator told
us that among Ethiopian students entering high school,
“You can always tell which ones have been to a Limudiah,
because they are ready. They have the tools for succeeding
in high school. Many of the others don't, and they're so
behind when they start, that it's too late to catch up.”

The praise for the Limudiah was welcome, but today it is
cold comfort. Our Limudiah classes, now integrated, are
available only to hundreds of Ethiopian elementary school
children, while thousands clearly need them.

Until we can prepare many more children to do well in high
school, even the growing number of Ethiopian professionals
in medicine, law, science, the arts, government, the military
and more, will not reflect the whole Ethiopian-Israeli
community, most of which still struggles.

This means that in addition to our renewed efforts to help
the sick and malnourished Jewish children left behind in
Ethiopia, we must work urgently to expand the Limudiah
in Israel.

In Ethiopia, we are saving Jewish lives. In Israel, we must
save more Jewish futures.

fardwar Sl

Barbara Ribakove
Founder and Executive Director




NACOE] / LimupiaH INTENSIVE EDUCATION

The Limudiah provides 10 hours a week of
assistance in reading, math, and study skills
to Ethiopian-Israeli children in grades 1-6.

The program:

m Begins in first grade so children achieve
early academic success.

m Works in the children’s schools, so our
teachers can work closely with home room
teachers.

m Maintains small grade-level groups,
ideally of no more than eight students per
teacher.

m Hires skilled teachers who are sensitive to
cultural and familial issues, as well as issues
of poverty, that challenge Ethiopian-Israeli
children.

m Starts each after-school session with a
nourishing hot lunch, crucial for children
from impoverished homes.

m Builds in constant evaluation and tailors
approaches and materials to meet the
needs of individual students.
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2016-2017 Limudiah Programs:

750 students m 13 schools ® 6 communities

Kiryat Ekron
Ohel Meir School: 35 students (Grades 1-6)

Lod
HaMaapilim School: 55 students (Grades 1-6)
Noam HaMeiri School: 54 students (Grades 1-6)
Rambam School: 73 students (Grades 1-6)

Ramla
Bar Ilan School: 30 students (Grades 1-4)
Harin School: 37 students (Grades 1-4)

Rishon LeZion
Sinai School: 80 students (Grades 1-6)
Yeshurun National Religious School: 54 students
(Grades 1-6)
Zvulun School: 60 students (Grades 1-3)

Rehovot
Maalot Meshulun School: 124 students (Grades 1-5)
Tachemoni School: 70 students (Grades 1-6)

Yavne
Abir Yaacov School: 33 students (Grades 1-3)
Yechidani School: 45 students (Grades 1-2)



FOR ETHIOPIAN-ISRAELI SCHOOL CHILDREN .

A Story That Shines a Bright Spotlight on the Limudiah

In the Ohel Meir School in Kiryat Ekron this past school year, there was a student (we'll call her Ruthie) in the
3rd grade Limudiah class, who had very serious difficulties in reading. Ruthie did well in math, but all her other
subjects were negatively impacted by her inability to read.

Our Limudiah teacher, Sarah, consulted with the remedial education teacher and learned, to her great dismay,
that Ruthie was going to be sent to a special education program in a different school. Sarah was determined that
this should not happen, and began working intensively with Ruthie with a specially-designed program.

By mid-year, thanks to Sarah'’s extraordinary efforts, Ruthie had outstanding grades in math, was making progess
in reading, and doing very well in her other subjects. It was clear that Ruthie would not have to go into special
education after all.

But for the Limudiah, Ruthie would never have progressed as she did. Her story demonstrates one of the many
ways in which the NACOEJ Limudiah program is vital to the future of Ethiopian-Israeli children.

Mitzvah Projects

For donors of all ages who want a hands-on way to help Ethiopian Israelis: birthdays, weddings and Bar/Bat
Mitzvot are all popular occasions for participants to craft their own project.

While researching NACOEJ, and learning about the struggles of Ethiopian Jews in Israel, Hannah Beemer decided
to help the Limudiah Program as her Bat Mitzvah Project because she felt it provides many resources that these
children need.

This program is very important to me because there are
many children my age or younger who do not receive the
many educational opportunities that we sometimes take
for granted.

Learning about this made me think that, if | do all | can
to support this program, it can create better futures for
these Ethiopian-Jewish children.

- Hannah , ,
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High School Sponsorships = School Trips,
Extra Study Hours, and More...

Since 1997, this program has enabled thousands of
Ethiopian-Israeli teenagers to attend high-quality,
local high schools, rather than leave home and be
separated from their families in state-subsidized
boarding schools.

The government covers basic high school tuition, but
Israeli schools charge extra compulsory fees which
many Ethiopian families cannot afford. Sponsorships
help students get essentials like school trips, extra
study hours, fees for special programs, and more. They
also help bridge the tuition gap for students attending
the highest level, semi-private high schools.

"

Students say sponsorships let them be “...just like
the other kids". The partnership of NACOEJ sponsors
and Ethiopian-Israeli high school students gives these
teens self-confidence to go on to successful futures.

AAS Sponsors = The Keys to Success

Since 1987, the AAS program has given thousands of
Ethiopian-Israeli students the financial support needed
to complete their degrees.

The Israeli government covers university tuition, but
students must pay for their living expenses including
rent, food, transport, textbooks and more.

(Universities are  state-
subsidized but colleges
aren't, so their tuition is
much  higher;  students
attending colleges have
a larger financial gap to k.
overcome.) =

Most of their families -
can't help. Often students
drop out of school to take
unskilled jobs to help
their families. With an AAS
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NACOE]/BARNEY & RACHEL LANDAU GOTTSTEIN
COLLEGE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM (AAS)

NACOE]J/Epwarp G. Victor HiGH ScHoOL
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

In the 2016-2017 School Year...
B 222 sponsors participated in the H.S. program.
m 835 students were sponsored.
B 50 schools in 14 Israeli cities.
B 174 of our students graduated.

B Hundreds of students are still hoping for sponsors.

sponsorship, a student can stay in school, earn a
degree, enter a profession, and break out of poverty.

Associated with the AAS program is Barney's Books,
subsidized by a special grant from the Gottsteins.

It provides children's books which are given to AAS
students for their own children, younger relatives, and
friends, to develop an early love of reading and books.

In the 2016-2017 School Year...

® 116 AAS sponsors helped support 364 students in
5 universities and 30 academic colleges, including
10 nursing schools and 8 engineering schools.

® 118 sponsored students finished their coursework
this year and graduated in their fields of study.
About 126 students will finish their studies soon.

® 38 sponsored students were studying for
advanced degrees.

B 2 sponsored students received Masters Degrees
and 12 more will finish Masters Degrees soon.



NACOEJ staff members, including Israel Director
Shoshana Ben-Dor, continue to speak out on various
issues facing the Ethiopian-Israeli community.

They have attended Knesset committee meetings,
primarily those monitoring the implementation of the
"New Way" policy (recommendations created by 12
Ministries and government agencies and adopted by
the government in 2015).

On May 16, 2017, the Knesset held the first day devoted
to equality for the Ethiopian-Israeli community. It took
place at the initiative of the Association of Ethiopian
Jews (the former IAEJ) and was arranged through the
good offices of MK Dov Hanin. The goal: to address
all issues facing the Ethiopian-Israeli community, and
bring policy makers together with those who live the
issues in their daily lives.

Returning to her roots as a researcher/advocate for

better educational materials, Shoshana Ben-Dor has
been very active in this area in the past year.

She's spent 27 years researching the history and
religious culture of Ethiopian Jews. She continues to
run the popular NACOEJ Teaching Tent on the Sigd
holiday, teaching the liturgy of the day, which she
translated from its original Ge'ez (ancient Ethiopic)
text. By this year's Sigd holiday, the initial work of total
collection, transcription and translation will be done.

In addition, because of dissatisfaction with study
materials produced by the Ministry of Education,
Shoshana was part of a special committee to critique
the materials and suggest changes. She was able to

ADVOCACY

CULTURAL PRESERVATION

Eleven Knesset committees had meetings related
to specific issues concerning the Ethiopian-Israeli
community's needs and integration. Each reviewed
steps taken to solve problems addressed by the New
Way policy, followed by reports by community activists
and/or other interested parties about what they see
happening in the field.

Shoshana attended three of the committee meetings:
Interior (dealing with the legal status of the Qes),
Education and the Committee on the Rights of Children
(both dealt with various educational issues).

The committee meetings were followed by panel
discussions of areas in which the community

experiences and perceives discrimination, and then a
plenum discussion in the full Knesset.

influence teaching materials in two major areas:

m Reframing the story of Ethiopian-Jewish Aliyah,
including the full chronology of 40 years, not only
Operations Moses and Solomon, and the active
role played by the community in its own aliyah. This
included a webinar for teachers.

®m Convincing the Ministry Curriculum department
that all materials on Ethiopian religious life had to
be rewritten. The Ministry has invited Qessotch or
Kahanat (Ethiopian Jewish Priests) to produce this
material for students.

Not only in contact with the present generation of
Kahanatin Israel, Shoshana is in contact with the families
of those Kahanat who were her teachers in the 1980's.
She helped plan a program in their memory
that took place on November 1, 2017. She
recently donated all her taped interviews
with them to the National Library.

<« In the Prime Minister’s office, after a meeting
with the Council of Kahanat.
From left: Chaim Shmilla (intern PM's office),
Qes Efraim Lawi, Qes Semai Elias, Gadi
Yevarkan (community activist), Shoshana,
Qes Zemena Melkam.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AND ACTIVITIES

COMBINED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION: DECEMBER 31, 2016

Current Funds Total
Temporarily All
Unrestricted Restricted Funds
ASSETS
Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 313,986 $ 407,240 $ 721,226
Investment in marketable securities 6,819 1,125,928 1,132,747
Contributions receivable 47,440 85,819 133,259
Total current assets 368,245 1,618,987 1,987,232
Furniture and equipment, net of
accumulated depreciation of $57,453 874 874
Security deposits 15,553 15,553
Total assets $ 384,672 % 1,618,987 $ 2,003,659
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 307,420 $ 307,420
Deferred public support 400,128 400,128
Total liabilities 707,548 707,548
Commitments
Net assets:
Unrestricted (322,876) (322,876)
Temporarily restricted 1,618,987 1,618,987
Total net assets (322,876) 1,618,987 1,296,111
Total liabilities and net assets $ 384,672 % 1,618,987 % 2,003,659

COMBINED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES: YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016

Support and revenue:

Public support $ 876,456 $ 1,422,659 $ 2,299,115
Sales (net of cost of goods sold of $1,659) 10,431 10,431
Other income 8,157 8,157
Dividend income 516 18,705 19,221
Net realized and unrealized gain/(loss)
on securities 197 86,327 86,524
Net assets released from restrictions -
satisfaction of program restrictions 1,597,569 (1,597,569)
Total support and revenue 2,493,326 (69,878) 2,423,448
Expenses:
Program services:
Relief in Ethiopia 72,632 72,632
Assistance in Israel 1,839,784 1,839,784
Information and Education - USA 220,406 220,406
Total program services 2,132,822 2,132,822
Supporting services:
Management and general 161,787 161,787
Fundraising 291,019 291,019
Total supporting services 452,806 452,806
Total expenses 2,585,628 2,585,628
Change in net assets (92,302) (69,878) (162,180)
Net assets, beginning of year (230,574) 1,688,865 1,458,291
Net assets, end of year $ (322,876) $ 1,618,987 $ 1,296,111
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DoNORs

Although we don’t have space to list all our thousands of loyal donors, please know that all of us at NACOEJ
are deeply grateful for each and every gift we receive to help the Ethiopian-Jewish community.

$10,000+

Anonymous (2)

Estate of Lynne Altwerger
Mark Brecker

Estate of Yolanda Clark
Jane & Alan Cornell
Derfner Foundation

Jane & Jerome Epstein
Halley Faust

Joyce Fefferman

Caroline & Carl Freeman
Glencore Charitable Trust

Miriam & Sanford Goldhaber
Rachel & Barnard Gottstein
Estate of Allen Greenberger
Israel Ministry of Absorption
Joseph & Krystina Kassirer Trust
Nathan & Helen Kohler Foundation
Jeanne & Steve Kutner
Susanna Levin

Herbert Levitt

Peachy Levy

Madav IX Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (3)

Kevin Berman

Jeffrey Botman

Robert H. Cohen

Evelyn & Robert Frankel

Mel Garfinkel

Albert B. Glickman Family Foundation
Deborah J. Goldstein

Sandy Gottstein

Terry Grant

M/S Halperin Family Foundation
Israel Ministry of Education - Lod
Hannah Klein

Eli Krumbein

Luis & Lee Lainer Fund

Gerhard Levy

Leonard, Lillian, Faye, Albert B. & Audrey G.
Ratner Donor Advised Fund of the Jewish

Federation of Cleveland
Municipality of Nes Ziona

$2,500-$4,999

Anonymous (5)

Judith & Cyrus Abbe

Paul & May Arielly Fund for Rehovot
Helen Mae & Seymour Askin

Steven Bram

Diane Brant

Jacob Cohen

Nadav Daniel

Charlotte Eth

Karen Gens

Albert B. Glickman Family Foundation
Mindy & Jeffrey Glickman

Jeffrey & Doris Goldstein

Ellen Harris

Joanne & Richard Hoffman

Mirka Knaster

Leonard & Lois Laser Family Foundation
Donald Leiss

Arthur Levine

Sonia & Lloyd Levitin

Faye & Meyer Lieman

Neil Lovit

Esther Lumer

lta Markus

Ronald Marmer

The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin

Municipality of Kiryat Ekron

Municipality of Ramla

Shelley & Joseph Paradis

Barbara Ribakove

Aviva & David Rubin

Samis Foundation

Bella & George Savran

Sobell Foundation

Estate of Arthur Stone

Morris & Silvia Trachten Family Foundation

Municipality of Rehovot
Barbara Reader

Mark Reutlinger

Alan Sieroty

Harold Wittcoff
Benjamin Zeltser

Diane Press & Stanley Wulf

Barak Raviv

Carol Rest-Mincberg

Carole Pittelman

Harriet & Gil Rosen

Elaine Schwartz

Evely Laser Shlensky

Traditional Congregation of Creve Coeur,
St. Louis

Tidewater Jewish Foundation

Edward Victor

Diana & Avraham Yacobi

Edith & Robert Zinn
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$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous (3)

Gertrude Abramson

Elliot Abramson

Laura Ackerman & Harold Berenson

Adath Jeshurun Congregation, Minnetonka
MN

Rachel Alpert & Aaron Faust

Elaine Altschul

Amcha for Tsedakah

Yakov Amihud

Estelle & Jacob Apelberg

Debra J. Appel & Gene Schneyer

Ann Bardacke & David Wolf

Frederica Barlaz

Nan Bases

Beck Revocable Trust

Joan Copan Benjamin

Elaine & Irwin Berg

Esme & Roger Berg

Martin Bialer

Mark & Martine Binstock

Susan P & George Birnbaum

Rebecca Blank & Lawrence Bank

Sunny & Philip Brodsky

Trudy Bromberg

Gail Carp

Raj Chopra

Marion Cohen

Claire & Baruch Cohon

Sharon & Stephen Cristofar

Marsha Croland

Judith & Herbert Deutsch

Steven Dottheim

Hector Duer

Marcia Dunn & Jonathan Sobel

Florence & Henry Einhorn

Elias Family Philanthropic Fund

Sari & William Escovitz

Fabrangen Tzedakah Collective

Sheila & Bruce Firestone

David Fleischer

Bill Forster

Deborah S. Freedman

Allan Freedman

Alice Friedman

Andrew Friedman

Paula & Daniel Friedman

Joseph Friedman

Joyce Fulps

Barbara Gaffin
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Terry Gelman

Susan Giesberg & David Lappen
Merle Ginsburg

Joan Glatman

Ellis Goldfrit

Anne & Ernest Goldmann
Ellen Goldsmith-Vein

Lorna & David Golick
Reager Goodson

Paula & Jerry Gottesman
Audrey & Joseph Greenberg
Harold Grove

Richard Gunther

Robert Gutman

Charles Halasz

Belle Halpern & Mitchell Rosenberg
Bernard Hammer

Helen Harkaspi

Lily Harvitt

Susan & Bruce Heitler
Arlene Heyman

Juliane Heyman

Ronald Hyman

Andy Jhawar

Richard Kahn

David Kaplan

Kaplan & Schultz

Heidi Kieselstein

Myron Koltuv

Deborah Krasnow

Lenore & William Lambert
Bennett Leff

David B. Leib

Martin Leopold

Claire Levine

Nadine & Michael Levitt
Lois K. Levy

Wendy & Peter Lewis
Sharon Liebhaber & Alan Iser
Litwin Foundation

Eleanor Maliner

Jason & Belle Mann
Marjorie Mautner

Lisa & Kevin Mayer

Jacob I. Melamed

Carole & Sid Meltzner/CAS Foundation
Karen Miller

Myrna & Curtis Miller

Renee & Leonard Minsky
Meg & Gary Moskovitz

Dawnmarie & e.b. Nation
Elizabeth & Vernon Neppe
Roberta Nusim

Janet & William Pauli

Judith Perlman

Esther & Gary Polland

Laurence Pomerance

Joseph Pomerantz

Joanne Prives

Marian Rose

Allison Rosenthal

Lesli Koppelman Ross

Carole Rubenstein

Lily Safrani

Charles Scheidt

Myra B. Schein

Zina Schiff & Ronald L. Eisenberg
Marcia & Albert Schmier

Amy Schwartz

Stephanie Schwartz & Nuriel Karjeker
John Scott

Shelley Segal

Maxine Seller

David M. Shapiro

Kate Sharp

Rennie Sherman

Barbara & Michael Siegelman
Doreen & Edward J. Silber
Jonathan Slavin

Susan Smidt

Carole Solomon

Shari Sonnenberg

Alan Spatrick

Judith & Jack Stern

Struggle to Save Ethiopian Jewry (SSEJ)
Abraham Sudilovsky

Robert A. Sugarman Charitable Fund
Susan & Ron Teichman

Ellen Teitelbaum

Temple Zion Israelite Center, Miami FL
Tiferet Center

Zlatka Todorova & Richard Kahn
Aron Trombka

Paul Wachter

Judith Wippman & Arnold Siegel
Sharon & Edwin Wigutoff

Caryn Huberman Yacowitz

Jill Yolen

Scott Young

We gratefully acknowledge the Isaac and Rose Feiner Fund, established by Samuel
Fenner in 1999 for the benefit of the Ethiopian-Jewish community.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS = ADVISORY BOARD = STAFF = VOLUNTEERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Founding President
Jonathan Giesberg*

President
Rabbi Jerome Epstein

Faye Lieman, Chair

Deborah Goldstein, Vice President
Mitchell Kaplan, Treasurer

Susan Gieberg, Secretary

ADVISORY BOARD

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Hon. Chair
Cyrus Abbe

Hon. Gary Ackerman
Kathryn R. Bloom

Devorah Brooks

Gail Carp

Martin Chasin

Rabbi Abraham Cooper
Eddie Eitches

Rabbi Harvey Fields
Barbara Gaffin

Mel J. Garfinkel

Lucille Kuttler Geller

Rabbi Jeffrey L. Glickman
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein
Rabbi Dr. Irving Greenberg
Eli Halpern

David Harris

U.S. STAFF

Solomon Ezra
Jeremy Feit

Joseph Feit

Sanford Goldhaber
Barbara Ribakove
Rachel Gottstein
Peter J. Halasz

Lisa Schachner
Evely Laser Shlensky

Lynn Hazan

Roger J. Herz

David Hyman

Robert E. Lichtman

Jay Luger DVM

Ruth Messinger

Rabbi Craig Miller
Michael Monheit

Pesia Derin Paolucci
Gary Polland

Rabbi Lawrence Raphael
Barak Raviv

Seymour Reich

Glenn Richter

Irwin B. Robins

Deborah Schiller Rosalimsky
Menachem Rosensaft
Leslie Koppelman Ross

Barbara Ribakove, Founder and Executive Director

Gary Metzger, Chief Operating Officer

Caroline Barg, Director of Communications

Danielle Ben-Jehuda, Director of Development and Donor Relations
Karen Gens, Director of Educational Sponsorship Programs

Nelya Danielova, Office Manager
Miriam Weissman, Volunteer
Anne Hoffman, Volunteer

ISRAEL STAFF

Shoshana Ben-Dor, Director of NACOEJ-Israel and Director of Limudiot
Yehudit Abramson, Israel Coordinator of the Barney & Rachel Landau Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship Program
Leah Barkai, Israel Coordinator of the Edward G. Victor High School Sponsorship Program

Eti Shriki, Administrative Director
Aviva Oune, Educational Assistant
Vered Kaesar, Staff Writer

Yehudah Avraham, Resource Development

Diana Yacobi
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz

*Deceased

Roen Salem

Dr. Harris Schoenberg
Rabbi Allen Schwartz
Allen Schwartz

Irving Shillman
Monica Siegel

Rabbi David Silber
Benjamin Susman
Richard Tell

Gary Tolchinsky
Albert Vorspan

Beth Wohlgelernter
Judith L. Wolf

Rabbi Joel Wolowelsky
Murray Wood

Rabbi Ari Zivotofsky
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- A This past May 24 was Jerusalem Day, a day of great celebration in Israel, marking the
| reunification of Jerusalem. In memory of the Ethiopian Jews who died on the way to,
and in, Sudan, as they struggled to reach Jerusalem, the Ethiopian-Israeli community

chose this day to be also the national Memorial Day for those who perished.

So far, of the 4,000 who died during that terrible time, 2,000 have been documented.
Their names are now carved into monuments at the official memorial site.

Families light candles and find names of their loved ones. They show them to children
born in Israel who never knew these family members. It is a moving experience for
everyone involved, as shown in the photo above.
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A Ethiopia, July 2017 A Shoshana Ben-Dor in the NACOEJ Teaching Tent in Jerusalem, Sigd 2016.
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