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As 2016 draws to a close, the task of becoming both full 
and fulfilled members of Israeli society is still a daunting 
challenge for many of the 135,000 Israeli citizens of 
Ethiopian descent.

The good news is that through our highly acclaimed 
Limudiah educational programs for elementary 
students, and our essential support initiatives in high 
school and university, we are helping to give children, 
youth and young Ethiopian-Israeli adults the tools they 
need to succeed. 

Our programs have proven that education can change 
lives for the better. There are now Ethiopian-Israeli 
doctors, lawyers, teachers, judges, diplomats, Knesset 
members, authors, scientists, filmmakers, etc., as well 
as thousands of fulfilled and contributing members of 
Israel’s middle class, in whatever field they choose.

Unfortunately, because of a lack of sufficient funding, 
there are still far too many students who cannot yet 
take advantage of our programs.  Because we dare not 
disappoint these bright, eager young people, we must 
strive to expand.

There is also another compelling reason why we cannot 
simply rest on our laurels. 

There are close to 9500 Jews still waiting to make Aliyah 
from Ethiopia. Current Israeli government policy has 
changed from total acceptance to bringing only 1300 
over the next few years. There is no provision for the 
rest, who are in desperate poverty, as well as in life-
threatening danger from violent local uprisings in 
Gondar.

With your generous assistance, NACOEJ has been raising 
funds to help feed these Jews (especially children) on a 
limited basis, until the government of Israel ultimately 
brings them home. In Ethiopia, which has also recently 
experienced famine, food costs are exorbitant, and 
among landless and unemployed Jews, families often 
go hungry.

We are committed by the first mandate of our Mission 
Statement (below) to working as your agents with the 
goal of sustaining these Jews, until they can realize 
their dream of reaching Israel, where the great majority 
already have close family members.

Through NACOEJ, your generosity can make all the 
difference for Ethiopian Jews, in both Israel and Ethiopia, 
who are seeking nothing more than their birthright: a 
good life in their true Homeland. We cannot do our 
share without you, and are infinitely grateful for your 
partnership.

Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein, President

Barbara Ribakove Gordon, Founder and Executive Director

NACOEJ programs have proven that education 
can change lives for the better...

Our Mission
The North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry 
(NACOEJ) is a non-profit organization founded in 
1982 with four mandates:

▪ To help Ethiopian Jews survive in Ethiopia.

▪ To assist them in reaching Israel.

▪ To aid in the absorption of Ethiopian Jews into 
Israeli society.

▪ To preserve their unique and ancient culture.

Message from the President and the 
Executive Director

Page 2

Close to 9500 Jews are still waiting to make 
Aliyah from Ethiopia...
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NACOEJ/Limudiah Intensive Education for 
Ethiopian-Israeli School Children

The NACOEJ Limudiah Program works with Ethiopian-
Israeli children in grades 1-6, providing up to 10 hours a 
week of assistance in reading, math, and study skills, plus 
enrichment in arts and crafts and music. The Program:

■  Begins in first grade so children achieve early 
academic success.

■  Works in the children’s schools, so our teachers 
can work closely with home room teachers.

■  Maintains small grade-level groups, ideally of no 
more than eight students per teacher.

■  Hires skilled teachers who are sensitive to cultural 
and familial issues, as well as issues of poverty, 
that challenge Ethiopian-Israeli children.

■  Starts each afternoon session with a nourishing 
hot lunch, crucial for children from impoverished 
homes.

■  Builds in constant evaluation and tailors 
approaches to meet the needs of each student.

This year the Israeli government mandated that all 
programs for Ethiopians taking place in government 
facilities be integrated by as many as 25% non-
Ethiopians. The Limudiah Programs take place in 
schools, so we are included in that mandate. This 
complicates our Program, but represents a positive 
step toward integration of Ethiopian Israelis in Israel. 
We laid down specific rules for this transition: we 
would take non-Ethiopian children who needed 
academic help, but not children who would seriously 
disrupt our classes, nor children who really needed 
Special Education or other intervention rather than 
strictly academic assistance. The integration is popular 
within the Ethiopian community and has worked well 
this first year.

While only 50% of Ethiopian children in Israel 
reach grade level, 80% of the children in 
Limudiah classes reach grade level or higher. 

Kiryat Ekron 
Ohel Meir School: 38 students (Grades 1-6)

Lod 
HaMaapilim School: 26 students (Grades 1-5)
Noam HaMeiri School: 46 students (Grades 1-6)
Rambam School: 52 students (Grades 1-5)

Ness Ziona
Reut Religious Elementary School: 24 students (Grades 1-6)

Ramla
Bar Ilan School: 37 students (Grades 1-4)
Harin School: 46 students (Grades 1-4)
Maanit School: 32 students (Grades 1-4)

Rishon LeZion 
Sinai School: 98 students (Grades 1-6)
Yeshurun National Religious School: 68 students (Grades 1-6)

Rehovot 
Maalot Meshulun School: 90 students (Grades 1-5)
Tachemoni School: 54 students (Grades 1-6)

Yavne 
Abir Yaacov School: 33 students (Grades 1-3)
Yechidani School: 48 students (Grades 1-2)
Ulpana School: 26 students (Grades 7-9) 
(NACOEJ undertook to teach these older girls in response to a plea 
from the school’s principal, who knew of our regular Limudiah Program.)

2015-2016 Limudiah Programs: 
■  718 students ■  16 schools  ■  7 communities: 

Back-to-School Summer Program
The NACOEJ Back-to-School summer program provides Ethiopian-
Israeli children with several weeks of fun including games, sports, 
outdoor activities, arts and crafts and music. These are paired with 
math, reading, science and English so that the children are well-
prepared to begin the new school year.  The program makes a real 
difference for these needy children who otherwise would have no 
break during the summer. 
Special thanks to the Samis Foundation and the Croland family for 
sponsoring the 2016 summer program in Lod and Rehovot.
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AAS Sponsors = The Keys to Success
Since 1987, the NACOEJ/Barney and Rachel Landau 
Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship 
Program (AAS) (originally named for the late Vidal 
Sassoon), has provided thousands of Ethiopian-Israeli 
young people with the financial support needed to 
complete their college 
degrees.
The Israeli government 
covers college tuition, 
but students must pay for 
living expenses including 
rent, food, transport, 
textbooks, and more. 
In most cases their 
families cannot help.  Too 
often students have had 
to drop out of school 
and end up with low-
paying, unskilled jobs. 
 

An AAS sponsorship makes the difference in a 
student’s ability to stay in school, earn a degree, enter 
a profession, and break out of poverty. 

NACOEJ/Edward G. Victor High School 
Sponsorship Program

NACOEJ/Barney & Rachel Landau Gottstein 
College Sponsorship Program (aas)

High School Sponsorships = School Trips, 
Extra Study Hours and More…
Since 1997, the NACOEJ/Edward G. Victor High 
School Sponsorship Program has changed the lives 
of thousands of Ethiopian-Israeli teenagers. Thanks 
to their sponsors, they can attend high-quality, local 
high schools rather than leave home for lower-level, 
state-subsidized boarding schools.

The Israeli government covers basic high school 
tuition, but local schools charge added fees which 
many Ethiopian-Israeli families cannot afford. 
Sponsorships enable students to participate in all the 
school’s educational opportunities, including school 
trips, and extra study hours. Many Ethiopian-Israeli 
high school students say a NACOEJ sponsorship 
makes them feel “…just like the other kids”.

The partnership of NACOEJ sponsors and Ethiopian-
Israeli high school students gives students self-
confidence and an education that is key to getting 
into – and succeeding in – college. This enables them 
to go on to successful futures.

In the 2015-2016 School Year…

▪ 255 sponsors participated in the NACOEJ/Edward 
G. Victor High School Sponsorship Program.

▪ 1085 students were sponsored.

▪ 65 schools in 18 Israeli cities had sponsored 
students.

▪ 172 of our students graduated.

▪ Hundreds of students are still hoping for sponsors.

In the 2015-2016 School Year…

▪ 113 AAS sponsors helped support 350 students in 
5 universities and 30 academic colleges, including 
10 nursing schools and 8 engineering schools.

▪ 126 sponsored students graduated in their fields 
of study this year.

▪ 25 sponsored students were studying for 
advanced degrees.

▪ 4 sponsored students received Master’s Degrees. 
3 more will finish Master’s Degrees soon.

▪ 210 students are waiting for sponsors so they 
don’t have to drop out of school.

Nagosa family: Dasa (top left) was 
sponsored by the Wigutoff family

Sponsors Herbert and Abby Bixhorn visiting their high school 
student, Kudis Avraham. With them is Iris Greenberg (left), 
advisor and vice principal.
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In keeping with NACOEJ’s fourth mission – to preserve 
and teach the unique and ancient culture of Ethiopian 
Jews – we've been very busy this year.

As in past years, NACOEJ had a teaching tent on 
the Jerusalem Promenade during Sigd, the unique 
Ethiopian-Jewish holiday which has become a national 
holiday in Israel. 

In the tent, Shoshana Ben Dor, our Israel Director, and 
a researcher of Ethiopian-Jewish culture and holidays, 
teaches about the Sigd and its liturgy, using the 
original Ge`ez, with transcription into Hebrew letters, 
and translation into Hebrew. (Ethiopian-Jewish prayers 
are written in Ge’ez, the ancient Ethiopic language, not 
commonly understood by Ethiopians.) 

Shoshana has translated the prayers into Hebrew and 
last year added prayers asking for forgiveness and 
mercy, some of which are also in the Astaseryo (Yom 
Kippur) liturgy. The teaching tent allows the meanings, 
rituals, and liturgy of the Sigd to be studied and 
remembered by a new generation of Ethiopians born 
in Israel, and introduces them to non-Ethiopian Israelis.

Also, as part of our on-going efforts on this issue, our 
Israel staff attended a meeting of the Immigration and 
Absorption Committee in the Knesset. The goal was to 
call upon the Ministry of Religious Affairs to give full 

salaries to both Ethiopian-Israeli rabbis and 
kessoch (Ethiopian-Jewish religious leaders). 

At present, the Ministry of Religious Affairs refuses to 
recognize any of the kessoch ordained in Israel. Many 
of them are friends and teachers of Shoshana and her 
defense of their rights was applauded. 

Finally, NACOEJ has for years pursued the goal of 
ensuring that the study materials that the Ministry 
of Education will use to teach about the Beta Israel 
community, its history, culture, and customs, will be 
complete and accurate. 

As part of the Ministry's new policy, these subjects 
will now be incorporated into the regular school 
curriculum. The Israel staff read through many of the 
existing books that were produced for the Ministry 
with chapters or paragraphs on Ethiopian Jewry. 
These included many inaccuracies and paternalistic or 
judgmental comments accompanying the information. 
There were many flaws in the telling of Ethiopian-
Jewish history, including the way in which the Aliyah 
was portrayed. The religious life too was portrayed 
in limited and inaccurate fashion. Others in the 
Ethiopian-Israeli community made similar criticisms to 
the Ministry. 

As a result of these efforts, the Ministry has created 
a special committee of experts that will rewrite all 
subject matter on Ethiopian Jews to appear in curricula 
for various age groups. Shoshana was appointed as a 
member of this special committee. 

Other Essential NACOEJ Programs

Mitzvah Projects/Twinning
For donors of all ages who want a hands-on way to 
help Ethiopian Jews in Israel: birthdays, weddings, 
and Bar/Bat Mitzvah are all popular occasions for 

participants to craft their own 
special project (see nacoej.org/
mitzvah-projects). For their Bar/
Bat Mitzvah, many young people 
also choose to “twin” with an 
Ethiopian-Israeli boy or girl.

Zachary Berg found out about 
NACOEJ through his synagogue, 
and decided to celebrate his Bar 
Mitzvah in a meaningful way 
raising money for the Limudiah 
Program. He was also happy 

to twin with eighth-grader Idan Wondemagen, with 
whom he has been exchanging letters, and he hopes 
to meet him in Israel 
soon. So far, he has raised 
over $40,000 by including 
a personal note about 
NACOEJ in his Bar Mitzvah 
invitation! The whole 
family learned about 
Ethiopian Jews as a result 
of Zach’s experience.
Barney’s Books:
Developed and sponsored by the Gottsteins, sponsors 
of the college program, Barney’s Books provides gifts 
of children’s books for AAS students to read to their 
younger siblings or to their own children. 
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In the last few years there have been major 
changes in Israeli policy relating to work with the 
Ethiopian-Israeli community. NACOEJ continually 
adapts and responds to what is taking place 
within the community and the government.

Changes in 2015 included implementation of the 
recommendations made by a special committee 
established in the Prime Minister's office in July, 
2015, following public demonstrations by the 
community. 

Community members act as watchdogs to ensure 
that the policy is carried out. NACOEJ staff, led 
by Shoshana Ben Dor, NACOEJ Israel Director, 
and Yaron Yehias, Israel Public Relations, has 
participated in, and continues to participate in, 
Knesset committees and public forums related 
to policy, as well as speaking on behalf of our 
own programs. NACOEJ staff participated in 
26 sessions of Knesset committees: 16 of the 
Aliyah and Klitah (immigration and absorption) 
Committee, 6 of the Education Committee, and 
4 of the Knesset Comptroller's Committee. We 
have also been appointed to a special committee 
of the National Civil Service Commission. 
Our participation ensures that the Ethiopian 
community’s concerns are addressed, particularly 
in education.

Two of our major issues in 2015 were promoting 
Ethiopian Israelis' access to higher education and  
to equal opportunities in employment.

At present, tuition for most Ethiopian-Israeli 
college students is paid through the Student 
Authority of the Ministry of Immigrant Absorption. 
However, most student issues are handled by the 
Council for Higher Education, including special 
policies for such groups as Haredim and Arabs. 

A position paper prepared by NACOEJ showed 
that the policy of the Council is clearly preferable, 
supporting a call for a change in government 
policy that would turn Ethiopian matters over to 
the Council.

In creating equal opportunities in the job market 
we have two goals:

■  Monitoring the implementation of an 
existing government policy mandating 
that Ethiopian Israelis be employed in all 
ministries, government companies, and 
statutory bodies, in professional or student 
positions, in the same percentage (1.7%) 
as the community in the population. We 
expect to set up a program making full 
monitoring possible.

■  Publicizing positions available to Ethiopian 
Israelis so that they can apply. We currently 
maintain contacts with companies working 
for the government, to make their job 
openings known to the Ethiopian-Israeli 
community.

In 2015, NACOEJ also participated in a number 
of related conferences and public gatherings, 
including Shoshana’s appearance in a film shown 
as part of the public ceremony launching the new 
national Ethiopian-Jewish Heritage Center. 

In another area, NACOEJ advocated for the aliyah 
of the 9000 members of the Ethiopian-Jewish 
community still in Ethiopia, at least 70% of whom 
have first-degree relatives already in Israel. In 
November 2015, the Israeli government cabinet 
voted unanimously to bring them, starting in 
March, 2016. 

[Addendum: in 2016, the Israeli government 
reduced the number to 1300, only 63 of whom 
had arrived by October.]

Advocacy

NACOEJ staff participated in 26 sessions 
of Knesset committees...

A position paper prepared by NACOEJ 
showed that the policy of the Council is 

clearly preferable...

Shoshana appeared in a film shown as 
part of the public ceremony launching 

the new national Ethiopian-Jewish 
Heritage Center...
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 Statement of Financial Position and Activities

Total
Temporarily All
Restricted Funds

Current assets:
     Cash and cash equivalents $ 557,003 $ 585,710 $ 1,142,713
     Investment in marketable securities 5,144 1,020,919 1,026,063
     Contributions receivable 41,970 82,236 124,206

Total current assets 604,117 1,688,865 2,292,982

Furniture and equipment, net of
     accumulated depreciation of $56,869 1,458 1,458
Security deposits 15,553 15,553

Total assets $ 621,128 $ 1,688,865 $ 2,309,993

Current liabilities:
     Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 305,732 $ 305,732
     Deferred public support 545,970 545,970

Total liabilities 851,702 851,702

Commitments

Net assets:
     Unrestricted (230,574) (230,574)
     Temporarily restricted 1,688,865 1,688,865

Total net assets (230,574) 1,688,865 1,458,291

Total liabilities and net assets $ 621,128 $ 1,688,865 $ 2,309,993

Support and revenue:
     Public support $ 694,861 $ 1,515,278 $ 2,210,139
     Sales (net of cost of goods sold of $3,649) 14,084 14,084
     Other income 10,696 10,696
     Interest income 17 17
     Dividend income 87 16,797 16,884
     Net realized and unrealized gain/(loss)
         on securities 1,734 (4,336) (2,602)
     Net assets released from restrictions -
         satisfaction of program restrictions 1,616,475 (1,616,475)

Total support and revenue 2,337,954 (88,736) 2,249,218

Expenses:
     Program services:
         Assistance in Israel 1,864,160 1,864,160
         Information and Education - USA 253,453 253,453

Total program services 2,117,613 2,117,613

     Supporting services:
         Management and general 162,994 162,994
         Fundraising 319,927 319,927

Total supporting services 482,921 482,921

Total expenses 2,600,534 2,600,534

Change in net assets (262,580) (88,736) (351,316)

Net assets, beginning of year 32,006 1,777,601 1,809,607

Net assets, end of year $ (230,574) $ 1,688,865 $ 1,458,291

See Notes to Combined Financial Statements

Current Funds

Unrestricted

COMBINED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION: DECEMBER 31, 2015

ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

COMBINED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES: YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2015
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Donors

A complete list of all our donors would take up many pages, but we could not do our work without the 
thousands of ‘small’ donors who are not listed here. Please know that all of us at NACOEJ are deeply grateful 
for each and every gift we receive to help the Ethiopian-Jewish community. Also, we want you to know that 
we are very careful to keep our administrative and fundraising costs as low as possible. For every dollar you 
contributed in 2015, 81.4 cents went directly to help Ethiopian Jews.

$10,000+
Anonymous (2)
Mark L. Brecker   
Charles I. Brown Foundation  
Estate of Samuel Cohen    
Jane & Alan Cornell    
Jeanne S. Croland    
Derfner Foundation    
Betty Dyer    
Caroline & Carl Freeman    
Deborah J. Goldstein     
Barnard and Rachel Gottstein 
Gottstein Family Foundation 
Denise & Robert Heilbrunn

Diane Glatt & David Holtz
Glencore Charitable Trust
Hannah & Robert Klein    
Kiryat Ekron Municipality
Israel Ministry of Absorption
Israel Ministry of Education - Lod
Jewish Community Board of Akron
Joseph & Krystina Kassirer Trust
Nathan & Helen Kohler Foundation 
Susanna Levin    
Roslyn & Gerhard Levy    
Peachy Levy  
Lucius N. Littauer Foundation 

Madav IX Foundation  
Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 
Ramla Municipality
Albert B. Ratner 
Barbara Ribakove Gordon    
Aviva & David Rubin    
Samis Foundation  
Alan Sieroty  
Sobell Foundation
Morris & Sylvia Trachten Family Foundation 
UJA-Federation of New York
Edward G. Victor  

$5,000-$9,999

$2,500-$4,999

Anonymous (3)
Judith & Cyrus Abbe    
Helen-Mae & Seymour Askin Fund 
Edward Banyai    
Deena Barlev & Robert King
Jeffrey Botman    
Rebecca & Jacob Cohen    
Robert H. Cohen    

Sharon & Stephen Cristofar    
Marsha J. Croland    
Estate of Diana Engel    
Mel Garfinkel    
Miriam & Sanford Goldhaber 
Sandy Gottstein    
Terry Grant    
Luis & Lee Lainer Fund  

Levin Family Foundation 
Ness Ziona Municipality
Rehovot Municipality
Analee & Mark Reutlinger 
Elaine T. Schwartz    
Tamar & Benjamin Zeltser

 

Anonymous (4) 
Paul & May Arielly Fund for Rehovot
Seymour R Askin 
Nan Carol Bases    
Julie & Steven Bram    
Diane & Lawrence Brant    
Barbara & Richard Braun 
Claire & Baruch Cohon  
Elizabeth Dimond    
Marilyn & Sheldon Estreicher    
Charlotte & Daniel Eth 
Estate of Jack Fivel    
Forster Family Kosher Food Pantry  

Joyce Fulps    
Karen Gens    
Joan Glatman    
Herschel Goldfield    
Anne & Ernest Goldmann    
Jeff & Doris Goldstein Family Philanthropic Fund  
Peter Jonathan Halasz    
M/S Halperin Family Foundation    
Richard E. Kahn    
Leonard & Lois Laser Family Foundation
Sheila & Donald Leiss    
Sonia & Lloyd Levitin    
Barry Levitt    
Ita Markus    
The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin Fund  

Park Avenue Charitable Fund  
Barak Raviv    
Carol & Elliot Rest-Mincberg    
Abraham & Sonia Rochlin Foundation
Harriet & Gil Rosen    
Lesli & Jordan Ross    
Evely Laser Shlensky    
Westchester Community Foundation Carl 

Slater Memorial Fund 
Tidewater Jewish Foundation  
Traditional Congregation of Creve Coeur, St. Louis
Maurice Wolf    
Stanley S. Wulf    
Diana Yacobi    
Robert & Edith Zinn Charitable Fund
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Donors

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (4)
Gertrude W. Abramson    
Laura Ackerman & Harold Berenson    
Amcha for Tsedakah    
Yakov Amihud    
Estelle & Jacob Apelberg    
Debra J. Appel  & Gene Schneyer 
Lois Appelbaum    
Melanie Aron    
Jeffrey Bain    
Virginia H. Baker    
Ann Bardacke & David Wolf  
Frederica Barlaz    
Joan Copans Benjamin    
Leonard H. Berenfield    
Elaine & Irwin Berg    
Dennis Berman Family Foundation 
Gary Berman    
Vicki Berman    
Martin Bialer    
Martine & Mark Binstock    
Rebecca & Lawrence Blank    
Sunny & Philip Brodsky    
Johanna Bromberg    
Irwin Browns    
Yolanda Clark    
Marion Cohen    
Evelyn Couzen    
Ann Davis    
Judith T. Davis    
Steven Dottheim
Elias Family Philanthropic Fund  
Jerome Epstein    
Sari & William Escovitz    
Fabrangen Tzedakah Collective    
Sheila & Bruce Firestone    
Deborah S. Freedman    
Alice Friedman    
Andrew Friedman    
Ina Friedman    
Zilpha & Joseph Friedman    
Emily & Mark Friedman    
Barbara A. Gaffin    
Ruth Gelfenbein   
Alan Geller    
Lucille & Robert Geller    
Terry Gelman    
Daniel Giesberg

Susan Giesberg 
Merle Ginsburg    
Ellis Goldfrit  
David Golick    
Sylvia G. Gordon    
Paul Grayson    
Audrey & Joseph Greenberg    
Ruth C. Grey    
Richard Gunther    
Robert L. Gutman    
Charles L. Halasz    
Bernard Hammer    
Myra B. Levine Harris    
Lily Harvitt    
Max B. Heppner    
Arlene Heyman    
Juliane Heyman    
Anita Hirsh    
Joanne & Richard Hoffman    
Ronald A. Hyman    
Estate of Miriam Jacobs    
Jewish Community Center of Fort Lee  
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama  
Susan Kaiserman  
Kavod  
Heidi Kieselstein    
Mirka Knaster    
Emily M. Koplik  
Herbert R. Kornblit    
Daniel Kotler    
Deborah Krasnow    
Mildren & Morton Krieger    
Alice & Robert Kushner    
Lenore & William Lambert    
Cynthia& Michael Lebowitz    
Bennett Leff    
Martin R. Leopold    
Claire Levine    
Judith Levitsky    
Lois K. Levy    
Wendy & Peter Lewis    
Sharon Liebhaber & Alan Iser  
Faye & Meyer Lieman    
Litwin Foundation  
Neil S. Lovit    
Esther Lumer    
Belle & Jason Mann    
Ronald Marmer    

Selda Massion    
Michael McDermott    
Jacob I. Melamed    
Carole & Sid Meltzner/CAS Foundation  
Paul R. Milgrom    
Helene Miller    
Renee & Leonard Minsky    
Michael Morganstern    
Dawnmarie & E. B. Nation    
Roberta Nusim   
John S. Okelley    
Janet & William Pauli    
Carole Pittelman    
Esther & Gary Polland    
Laurence Pomerance    
Joseph Pomerantz  
Howard H. Poorvu    
Press Family Foundation
Leonard & Mina Raif Philanthropic Fund  
Marian Rose    
Carole Rubenstein    
Myra B. Schein    
Zina Schiff  
Amy Schwartz    
Stephanie Schwartz & Nurel Karjeker  
Shelley Segal    
Hans G. Seidemann    
Maxine Seller    
David M. Shapiro    
Rennie Sherman    
Sherry & Moshe Shike    
Barbara & Michael Siegelman    
Spira Family Charitable Fund  
Sherry & Robert Steinberg    
Suzette & Bruce Stringer    
Robert A. Sugarman Charitable Fund  
Ruth Taubman  
Tiferet Center  
Lynn & Aron Trombka    
Tracy Devera Weaver    
Weinreb-Berenda-Carter Foundation  
Sharon & Edwin Wigutoff    
Salena Wilks    
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz    
Jill Yolen    
Scott Young    
Mark & Janet Zimmerman    
Zinn Petroleum Company

We gratefully acknowledge the Isaac and Rose Feiner Fund, established by Samuel Fenner in 1999 for the benefit of the 
Ethiopian-Jewish community.
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Board of Directors ▪ Advisory Board ▪ Staff ▪ Volunteers

Founding President
Jonathan Giesberg*
President
Rabbi Jerome Epstein
Faye Lieman, Chair
Deborah Goldstein, Vice President
Mitchell Kaplan, Treasurer
Harlan T. Jacobs, Secretary

Solomon Ezra
Jeremy Feit
Joseph Feit
Susan Giesberg
Sanford Goldhaber
Barbara Ribakove Gordon
Rachel Gottstein
Dr. Ruth Gruber
Peter J. Halasz

Lisa Schachner
Evely Laser Shlensky
Diana Yacobi
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Hon. Chair
Cyrus Abbe
Hon. Gary Ackerman
Kathryn R. Bloom
Devorah Brooks
Gail Carp
Martin Chasin
Rabbi Abraham Cooper
Marsha J. Croland
Eddie Eitches
Rabbi Harvey Fields
Barbara Gaffin
Mel J. Garfinkel
Lucille Kuttler Geller
Rabbi Jeffrey L. Glickman
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein
Rabbi Dr. Irving Greenberg
Eli Halpern

David Harris
Lynn Hazan
Roger J. Herz
David Hyman
Robert E. Lichtman
Jay Luger DVM
Ruth Messinger
Rabbi Craig Miller
Michael Monheit
Pesia Derin Paolucci
Gary Polland 
Rabbi Lawrence Raphael
Barak Raviv
Seymour Reich
Glenn Richter
Irwin B. Robins
Deborah Schiller Rosalimsky
Menachem Rosensaft

Leslie Koppelman Ross
Roen Salem 
Dr. Harris Schoenberg
Rabbi Allen Schwartz
Allen Schwartz
Irving Shillman
Monica Siegel
Rabbi David Silber
Benjamin Susman
Richard Tell
Gary Tolchinsky
Albert Vorspan
Beth Wohlgelernter
Judith L. Wolf
Rabbi Joel Wolowelsky
Murray Wood
Rabbi Ari Zivotofsky

Board of Directors

Advisory Board

*Deceased

Barbara Ribakove Gordon, Founder and Executive Director
Gary Metzger, Chief Operating Officer
Caroline Barg, Director of Communications
Danielle Ben-Jehuda, Director of Development and Donor Relations
Karen Gens, Director of Educational Sponsorship Programs
Nelya Danielova, Office Manager
Miriam Weissman, Coordinator of Bar/Bat Mitzvah Twinning
Anne Hoffman, Volunteer

U.S. Staff

Israel Staff
Shoshana Ben Dor, Director of NACOEJ-Israel and Director of Limudiot 
Yehudit Abramson, Israel Coordinator of the Barney and Rachel Landau Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship Program
Leah Barkai, Israel Coordinator of the Edward G. Victor High School Sponsorship Program and Bar and Bat Mitzvah Twinning
Yaron Yehias, Spokesperson and Public Relations 
Eti Shriki, Administrative Director
Aviva Oune, Educational Assistant
Chen Levinger, Staff Writer
Yehudah Avraham, Resource Development
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